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Two years later Sinkiang again asserted the same measure of
independence from China when an armed conflict broke out be-
tween China and Russia over the Chinese Eastern Railway. All
Chinese consuls in Russia were ordered to close their offices; those
of Sinkiang failed to obey and continued to operate as if unaffected
by Russo-Chinese relations.

In 1928 Governor Yeng died, after 17 years of autocratic rule,
and a new time of troubles began. Early in the thirties the new
Turkestan-Siberian Railway was completed, bringing Russia close
to Sinkiang's borders. Soviet intervention in the civil war in Sin-
kiang (1931-34) brought about an upheaval as a result of which
the province carne under indirect Soviet control This state of
affairs lasted until 1942 when, as a consequence of the Russo-Ger*
man war, Russian troops and economy were withdrawn from
Sinkiang. Soviet influence made itself felt again from 1944 on,
growing in step with the increase in Soviet influence throughout
east Asia and the disintegration of the Chinese state.